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The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) provided an extended 30-day public scoping comment period for the Sandia Lab’s Site-Wide Environmental Impact Statement (SWEIS).  The due date for scoping comments is September 7, 2011.  Send comments by mail or email to:
Jeanette Norte, NNSA Sandia Site Office, SWEIS Document Manager, P.O. Box 5400 Albuquerque N.M 87185-5400

sandia.sweis@doeal.gov
ISSUES

The information that was presented by NNSA at the public comment meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico was primarily in the form of posters that ignored major public health and environmental issues. 

The SWEIS is important for the public to understand Sandia Lab’s environmental role as a key facility in the Department of Energy (DOE) nuclear weapons complex.  Sandia Labs generates and stores extremely large amounts of hazardous and radioactive wastes.  Sandia should present a plan for reducing the more than 120,000 pounds of hazardous waste produced annually.  Sandia should explain why it is exceeding prior estimates of radioactive waste.  Sandia should explain why it has excessively high tritium inventories.

The toxic and radioactive wastes from prior Sandia operations are contaminating the groundwater that serves Albuquerque drinking water wells and pose great threats to public health and the environment.  Sandia workers are dying at an early age from sickness and high levels of cancer.  Sandia Worker compensation and medical costs total more than $42,000,000 even with the denial of many claims.  
Sandia has increased its consumption of groundwater in a time of drought and should present efforts to reduce that consumption.  Sandia Labs is currently disposing of more than 1 million gallons per day waste water into the Albuquerque city sewer system.  

Sandia must identify how it will dispose of the waste streams generated by the decommissioning and decontamination of toxic and radioactively contaminated buildings. Sandia is producing more than 2 million pounds of solid waste annually. Sandia should inform the public about the wastes generated from biohazardous operations and nanotechnology operations at Sandia.  The annual production and disposal pathways for radioactive and hazardous waste should be described for the public.

The Sandia operation of the Annular Core Research Reactor (ACRR) that is in a building that cannot survive the large earthquake that can occur for this region was not discussed.  The operation of the nuclear reactor in the absence of any ventilation containment and no containment vessel should be explained.  The possible large release of radiation to 20,000 personnel at SNL and Kirtland Air Force Base (KAFB) and surrounding Albuquerque residents and why no emergency plan exists for the public should be set forth by Sandia.  The latent cancer deaths of 7 persons per thousand people that would occur in a 50 mile radius are unacceptably high.  

The public needs to be fully informed about the extent of SNL contamination to groundwater, air and soil. SNL has not provided the public with a comprehensive review of groundwater contamination and the effects on Albuquerque’s aquifer.  A comprehensive SWEIS is essential to the safe operation of SNL and the protection of the public and the environment.  

DOE plans for the future nuclear weapons complex may provide for new and expanded SNL missions, including neutron tube production involving large amounts of tritium and release of tritium gas to the Albuquerque air pathway.  Other SNL facilities release radionuclides to the environment as well.  The uptake of these radionuclides in plants, animals and humans at Sandia has not been adequately investigated.  

It is essential that SNL has adequate safeguards for, and limitations on, the types and amounts of wastes that are generated and stored and that disposal units be prohibited.  SNL has deposited large amounts of hazardous and mixed radioactive waste at various unit locations at SNL that need to be included in the SWEIS.  

Water, air and soil are threatened by the lack of a comprehensive Resource Conservation and Recovery Permit (RCRA) permit at SNL. The current SNL RCRA permit dates back to 1992, is incomplete and some facilities at SNL may be operating illegally without a RCRA permit. 

SNL operations have created a “substantial adverse environmental impact,” as defined in the Hazardous Waste Act (HWA).  Hazardous and radioactive, contamination has been transported, both on-site and off-site, through air, surface water and to ground water.  Sandia workers have experienced high cancer rates and many early mortalities that Sandia should explain or investigate as part of the SWEIS. 
SNL poses an “imminent and substantial endangerment” to human health and the environment due to operations that have unidentified, uncharacterized RCRA generation storage, treatment and disposal waste operations, many of which are conducted without being on a RCRA Part B permit.  “Imminent and substantial endangerment” exists from SNL operations because:

· Contaminants have been found in ground water, including PCBs, PCE, TCE, chromium and nickel at times exceeding state and federal drinking water standards;

SNL has failed to establish effective monitoring for groundwater, soil and air as required by DOE Orders, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and standard industry practice.  Sandia should identify to the public a plan for the replacement of the many defective groundwater monitoring wells.  Numerous issues exist regarding the permitting process that are denying the public procedural rights under RCRA and New Mexico state law.

1. Each operation conducted in all facilities and buildings at Sandia must provide the amount, type of radioactive and chemical wastes produced and the disposal pathways for those wastes.

2. Provide a full exposition of all ongoing and past contamination to the regional groundwater and the relationship of the contamination to groundwater contamination from Kirtland Air Force Base.  Provide a remediation analysis.
3. Provide an analysis of how Sandia can reduce water consumption.

4. Provide an analysis of how Sandia intends to clean up the regional aquifer.

5. Provide a plan for the excavation of the up to 1,500,000 cu ft of radioactive and hazardous waste contained in the Mixed Waste Landfill (MWL).

6. Sandia must perform the 5 year study of the MWL called for in the 2005 NMED Final Order.  

7. Provide a reliable network of groundwater monitoring wells across Sandia that are in compliance with Requirements of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. 

8. Set forth emergency notification and evacuation plans for KAFB/Sandia and surrounding Albuquerque for chemical and radiological accidents caused by airplane accidents, seismic events and equipment malfunctions.  

9. Terminate operations of the Annular Core Research Reactor that operates without containment, operates in a building that cannot be made safe for an earthquake, and has no ventilation system that can contain radionuclide release during an accident.  The doses that can cause latent cancer fatalities up to 50 miles from the ACRR is unacceptable.  

10. Describe how the wastes from rocket motors, nuclear reactor operations and other facilities will be disposed of and transported.  
11. Describe all its existing buildings/facilities at Sandia and Kirtland listing their year of construction and ability of each to withstand the maximum seismic event and accidents postulated for Sandia.  Include the plans and the timeline for demolition and decommissioning of each building and facility.  

12. Provide a plan for eliminating open burning and detonation.  
13. Conduct geologic studies to determine the full extent of damage that can be caused to all facilities and the cumulative contamination from radiological and chemical sources that can be released in a “chemical cloud” as described in the 1999 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

14. Paying more than $42 million compensation to contaminated workers and their medical bills is a major expenditure and shows that there are serious worker health issues. 
http://www.dol.gov/owcp/energy/regs/compliance/statistics/WebPages/SANDIA_NATL_LAB.htm
Present the death rate and sickness statistics for Sandia workers for various Sandia operations.  For worker safety issues, discuss which facilities have caused the contamination for workers compensated under EEOICP.  What are the estimated ongoing medical payments for those sick workers?  What actions have been/will be taken to avoid future contamination?  
15. Provide a plan to study the health effects of Sandia operations on the Albuquerque population.
16. Provide the future expected impacts on groundwater from operations at Sandia from all sources identified as having resulted in contamination. 
17. Provide a reasonable air monitoring plan for chemical and nuclear operations located at the site of the operations.
18. Describe the relation of any Sandia facilities that will support research, development or other operations for the proposed Chemical Metallurgical Research Replacement (CMRR) at Los Alamos National Laboratories (LANL).

19. Describe any plans for the increased production of tritium.  How much tritium production will be necessary for nuclear weapons maintenance?  How much tritium production will be necessary in relation to the planned production of 80 plutonium pits per year at LANL?  Provide the current stockpile inventory of tritium at SNL and the maximum allowable inventory.  Provide the data for accidental or planned releases of tritium to the environment from SNL operations.
20. Describe how SNL will meet the requirements of international law for achieving disarmament and non-proliferation goals.

21. Provide the amounts of plutonium that will be present at each of the SNL facilities.

22. Provide a Summary of Activity Levels for all Facilities and Facility Groups that presents the Category, Description, Activity Type or Material, Units (per yr) for Nuclear material inventory, Nuclear material consumption (including types of radionuclides), Solid Waste generation, Low Level waste, Mixed Waste, Hazardous Waste, Radioactive Air Emissions, Transuranic Waste, Open Burn/Open Detonation emissions, Explosives consumption and emissions, Waste water effluent, Water consumption, Electricity consumption, Boiler Energy, Facility personnel.  

23. Provide a summary table of the cumulative amounts from all facilities and facility groups for item 22. Provide a table showing the estimated increase or decrease of hazardous, mixed waste generation and transuranic waste for operations planned during the 10 year period of the EIS.  List alternatives for reduction of waste.  
24. Provide facility changes planned for the next decade.  

25. Provide the maximum accidents possible for all nuclear facilities at Sandia.

26. Describe the time frame and plans for decommissioning and decontamination for any unused or closed nuclear facilities at SNL. 

27. Describe the groundwater monitoring network, air monitoring and contamination at the Lurance Canyon Burn Site from JP-8 jet fuel and other contaminants that may be present.
28. Provide the sampling and monitoring program and results for all springs located at SNL and near SNL facilities at KAFB. 

29. Provide the KAFB water infrastructure capacity and the amount of that capacity used by SNL.  Describe any reductions to the water infrastructure capacity that may occur as a result of the KAFB aviation and jet fuel spill.  Provide the amount of water that SNL receives from the Water Utility Authority (WUA) for Bernalillo County/City of Albuquerque.  Provide the data for what portion of the WUA water supplies is subsequently contaminated with effluent by SNL. 
30. Describe any closures of on-site water production wells at KAFB and SNL.

31. Describe all groundwater contaminants exceeding regulatory concentrations.  Provide any studies made to determine that chromium and uranium contaminants are not anthropogenic in origin.  Describe plans to remediate the groundwater contamination.  
32. Provide current and estimated future utilization of natural gas. 

33. Provide current and estimated future utilization of electricity. 
34. Provide all analyses of radiation in plant and animal tissues, including humans at KAFB/SNL.
35. Describe all lands on KAFB/SNL that were for tribal use for cultural, religious ceremonies, or as resource lands for hunting and or food gathering.

36. For all of the above issues, provide the impacts for reduced operations, no action, and expanded operations.  
37. Analyze the impacts of reduced operations based on the new budget bill that requires cuts in discretionary spending (including at Sandia).
38. Provide description of the SNL role for oversight, inspection, maintenance, transportation or decommissioning of nuclear weapons stored at KAFB.
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