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June 18, 2010

Mr. David B. McCoy

Citizen Action New Mexico
P.O. Box 4262

Albuquerque, NM, 87196-4276
United States

RE: Request No. 06-FOI-00375-10

Dear Mr. McCoy:

This is in responsc to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, 5 U.S.C.
552 seeking records related to Access to full and complete copies of
documents/communications in any form as specified, between EPA, Sandia National
Laboratories, DOE, NMED, and/or any of thetr contractors re: 1G Hotline Report of April
14, 2010 and for a waiver of fees in connection with that request.

The FOIA directs agencies to furnish records without any charge or at a reduced
charge if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the
government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester. 5 U.S.C.
552(a)(4)(A)(111)(1994 & Supp. IV 1998).

Requests for fee waivers must be considered on a case-by-case basis and address
the requircments for a fee waiver in sufficient detail for the agencic§ to make an informed
decision. In determining whether the statutory requirements are met, agencies must
consider six factors in sequence. These factors are summarized below,

1. The subject matter of the requested records must specifically concern identifiable
operations or activities of the government. A request for access to records for
their informational content alone does not satisty this factor.




2. For the disclosure to be "likely to contribute” to an understanding of specific
government operations or activities, the releasable material must be meaningfully
informative in rclation to the subject matter of the request.

3. The disclosure must contribute to the understanding of the public at large, as
opposed to the understanding of the requester or a narrow segment of interested
persons. One’s status as a representative of the news media alone is not enough.

4, The disclosure must contribute "significantly” to public understanding of
government operations or activities.

5. The extent to which disclosure will serve the requester’s commercial interest, if
any.
6. The extent to which the identified public interest in the disclosure outweighs the

requester’s commercial interest.

Should you wish to receive a fee waiver, you must address, in sufficient detail,
these six factors. You may send your response by email to hq.foia@epa.gov, or by
facsimile to this office (202) 566-2147. If we do not hear from you within 7 days from
the date of this letter, we will deny your request for a waiver of fees based on insufficient
Justification. Records will be sent if you have provided assurance of payment should fees
exceed $25.00.

If you have any questions, please contact the Requester Service Center at
hg.foia/@epa.gov, or call 202-566-1667.

Sincerely,

Larry F. Gottesman
National FOIA Officer




