A CALL TO ACTION FOR THE

SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORIES MIXED WASTE LANDFILL

PROTECT ALBUQUERQUE’S DRINKING WATER!!!

The Department of Energy Environmental Management is attempting to cancel an independent expert review of the defective groundwater monitoring wells and contamination leaking from the Mixed Waste Landfill.  
Citizen Action is asking that citizens email or call the offices of DOE EM David Huizenga, Senator Jeff Bingaman, Senator Tom Udall, Representatives Martin Heinrich and Ben Ray Lujan to demand that the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation (CRESP) expert review of the Sandia Mixed Waste Landfill proceed immediately.  Demand that the Mixed Waste Landfill dump be excavated. 
Please send this message to your list serve.
DOE Environmental Management
David Huizenga  (202) 586-0368






david.huizenga@nnsa.doe.gov
Senator Bingaman’s office

(202) 224-5521 Ask for Dan Alpert
 




Tollfree (in NM): 1-800-443-8658
Senator Udall’s office 

(505) 346-6791     (202) 224-6621 






Ask for Andrew Wallace

Representative Heinrich

(505) 346-6781    (202) 229-4975

Representative Ben Ray Lujan
(505) 984-8950    (202) 225-6190

The Sandia National Laboratories’ Mixed Waste Landfill (MWL) threatens Albuquerque’s drinking water aquifer for over 600,000 people. Up to an estimated 1,500,000 cu ft of radioactive and hazardous wastes from making nuclear weapons were disposed of in the 2.6 acre dump’s unlined pits and trenches.  
Sandia Labs, run by Lockheed Martin Corp., saved hundreds of millions of dollars by not treating or excavating the wastes while putting public health and the environment at risk.

Many experts have advised that the MWL dump should be excavated to protect the public and the environment.  A 2005 Order from the New Mexico Environment Department states that a report for the feasibility of excavation must be made every 5 years and be presented to the public.  The report still has not been made by the Department of Energy some 7 years later.  
Citizen Action and Registered Geologist Robert Gilkeson filed a complaint in 2007 with EPA Region 6 that the MWL dump monitoring well network is defective because the wells were put in the wrong place, improperly drilled and sampled. Mr. Gilkeson pointed out that useless monitoring data was used to leave the dump’s wastes in place under a dirt cover. 

No engineered system is in place for detection and collection of toxic liquids moving beneath the dump.  Contamination from nickel, chromium, cadmium, nitrates and possibly PCE has leaked to the groundwater below the MWL dump. 117 drums of plutonium and americium contaminated waste is in the dump that is a long term threat to Albuquerque residents.  
The New Mexico Environment Department sued Citizen Action asking the court to give “Executive Privilege” to keep a TechLaw, Inc. report secret about computer modeling for the movement of the dump’s wastes to the groundwater.  When the report was obtained 3 years later, it described serious flaws in the modeling and dirt cover. 
Soil vapor studies conducted in 2007 show that cancer causing volatile organic solvents are moving deeper beneath the MWL dump.  The presence of the dirt cover placed over the dump will actually accelerate the movement of solvents to the groundwater.  
In April 2010, an EPA Inspector General Report found that EPA Region 6 staffers had written a report that had concerns similar to Citizen Action’s about the landfill's affect on groundwater and the lack of effective groundwater monitoring at the MWL dump.  
The Inspector General report also found the Oversight Report of the EPA staff’s MWL dump concerns are still being kept secret from Citizen Action and the public.  
http://www.epa.gov/oig/reports/2010/20100414-10-P-0100.pdf 
Citizen Action filed a Freedom of Information lawsuit against the EPA in 2011 to get the secret report written by EPA Region 6.
DOE Environmental Management agreed to have an independent group of experts review the groundwater monitoring network at the Mixed Waste Landfill. Experts were chosen and funding was available.  Now the DOE has decided to “delay” that agreement.  Senator Bingaman’s office has asked DOE to provide their justification for holding up the review.  

For more information call:

Citizen Action 

Dave McCoy 505 262-1862 
dave@radfreenm.org
